Stó:lō  DECLARATION

We, the people of the Stó:lō Tribes know the Creator put us here.

The Creator gave us laws that govern all our relationships to live in harmony with nature and mankind. 

The laws of the Creator defined our rights and responsibilities.

The Creator gave us our spiritual beliefs, our languages, our culture and a place on Mother Earth which provided us with all our needs. 

We have maintained our freedom, our languages and our traditions from time immemorial. 

We continue to exercise the rights and fulfill the responsibilities and obligations given to us by the Creator for the land upon which we were placed. 

The Creator had given us the right to govern ourselves and the right to self-determination.

The rights and responsibilities given to us by the Creator cannot be altered or taken away by any other nation. 

We, the people of the Stó:lō Tribes, openly and publicly declare and affirm to the people and government of Canada and British Columbia:-

That the people of the Stó:lō Tribes have held and still hold aboriginal title, and aboriginal rights to all land and resources within our Tribal territory. 

That the people of the Stó:lō Tribes have never reached any agreement or treaty with the governments of Canada and British Columbia concerning the occupation, settlement, sovereignty or jurisdiction over our land. 

We, the people of the Stó:lō Tribes declare and affirm our inalienable right of aboriginal title and aboriginal rights to the land, the mountains, the minerals, the trees, the lakes, the rivers, the streams, the sea, the air and other resources of our land.  We declare that our aboriginal title and aboriginal rights have existed from time immemorial, exists at the present time and shall exist for all future time. 

We, the people of the Stó:lō Tribes, declare that we shall do all in our power to see that the governments of Canada and British Columbia recognize in law and in practice, our aboriginal title and aboriginal rights.

